
 

 

PRESIDENTS PEN 

MANAGERS COMMENTS 

Congratulations to Tania Sylvester who has become our new Office Manager and Al Roeder who has 

become our new Maintenance Supervisor. We appreciate all your hard work and dedication. 
 

November 6th, Daylight Savings Time will come to a close and our sunny days will become shorter. Don’t forget to change your 

clocks. The office hours will revert back to 8:30 am – 5 pm (Monday-Friday) beginning November 7th through the fall and winter 

months. The office felt that the extended hours on Wednesday’s, from 8:30 am – 7 pm was a huge success. We had many members 

who work during the day as we do and were not able to come in until we lengthened the hours on Wednesdays. They were very ap-

preciative. We also had prospective members who also worked and were able to close on their units in the evening hours and I as the 

manager conducted quite a few new member interviews during the evening hours as well. We will do this again next spring and 

summer. 
 

We have replaced Climate Control Heating and Air Conditioning with Floyd’s Heating and Air Conditioning. We will begin our 

furnace and air conditioner cleaning project in 2012. This will be ongoing every year, alternating each year by doing ½ of our units 

one year then ½ the following year. Additionally, we are having our maintenance men HVAC certified so they can begin working on 

our furnaces and air conditioners. This will lead to lower costs. 
 

Our monthly Board Meetings have been very successful. Your new Board and I have been working diligently to better improve the 

conditions in Area J and develop a better rapport with our members. We appreciate the members who have been attending the Board 

Meetings and encourage all members to get involved. You will gain a better understanding of the time and effort involved in running 

a cooperative and how things get done. Our monthly Board Meetings are held every 4th Tuesday of the month, at 7:30 pm, at the 

office. Remember also the House Committee meets here at the office on the second Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m. and the 

Grounds Committee meets on the third Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. also here at the office. 
 

The Board of Directors has established a new “Marketing Committee”. Don White, Sue Lach, and Larry Garza are the committee 

members. They have come up with some fantastic ideas that will help in the selling of units and they ask that everyone get involved 

and hear their suggestions. The committee meets at the office, usually the 2nd Wednesday of the month at 7 pm. Please call the office 

for the exact date as the committee has not established a permanent date each month. 

Greentree Environmental Services conducted their EPA lead inspection of our units. We do not have the final results but we were 

notified that no lead was found to be in any of the interior walls, ceiling or floors. This is wonderful news. When they have complet-

ed their assessment you will be notified of their findings. 
 

Melody L. Fusinski, Manager 
 

Remember our Suggestion Box in the office. We need to hear from you! Fill out your forms and drop them off at the office with your thoughts and 

requests for the 2012 Budget. 
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On 9/26/11 we sent out a letter asking for your comments on our 2012 budget. We 

were pleased to receive 32 mostly-constructive responses. Several of you thanked us 

for asking. 
 

As you all know from struggling  to create and stick to your own budgets, this process 

frequently requires a lot of soul-searching. So it is with the Board! We will provide 

more extensive comments elsewhere in this newsletter. 
 

Phil Schmehl, President 

Budget                                   I 



If a member has an emergency in the evening or on weekends when the office is closed, you are to call the emergency number 

708-481-9575. 
 

Emergencies are listed in your H&G Manual on pages 24 and 25. There are details for the majority of the calls we receive here 

at the office. 
 

A few examples of emergencies are: sewer back up; no heat; clogged toilet; no hot water. 
 

Please do not call the emergency number for NON-emergencies.  If a member insists that our on-call emergency service re-

sponds, and it is not an emergency, that member will be charged for that call. 
 

It is NOT an emergency if:    (1) Someone is parked in your spot 

           (2) Your grass did not get cut 

           (3)  Lock outs  (call Elmer & Sons Locksmith @ 708-755-5273) 

           (4) You need your account balance  (leave a message on office #708-481-9280) 

Inside Story Headline 

Emergency Calls 

Thank you goes out to Maggie Scioani, Area J Sales, for the OUTSTANDING job in unit sales this summer! Nine more units 

have sold since the summer newsletter went out in June. 
 

   The nine units were: (6) two bedroom interior units 

      (3) two bedroom end units 
 

Thank you to Andy Van Swol for referring a friend who purchased a unit in Area J.  
 

Please help us welcome the new members: 
 

W. Vance  - Court J5 

J. Sayre - Court J-3 

Mr. & Mrs. Hill - Court J-20 

J. Arceo - Court J-2 

T. Emmons - Court J-20 

B. Coleman - Court J-20 

K. Hudson - Court J-16 

                       L. Clerk - Court J-11 

CO-OP SALES 

Porch & Access Walks 

Members should keep the front, side and rear entrance porches and access walks clear of any obstacles, e.g., bikes, toys, skate-

boards, that would create a tripping hazard or be a nuisance.  Please remember to store toys, trash cans, recycle bins, lawn mow-

ers, gas cans, etc. on your porch. If you receive a violation notice because you have overlooked or ignored this request, and the 

cooperative incurs costs to fix the problem, you will be billed accordingly. Hearings with the House and/or Grounds Committee 

are few and far between and we would like to keep it that way. Please help keep Area J a beautiful and safe place to live. 



Smoke Detector & Carbon Monoxide Detector Batteries 

In conjunction with the “emptying of the hot water heaters” this fall, 

maintenance will be checking member’s furnace filters to make sure 

they are clean. Dozens of heating and a/c calls per year are the result 

of clogged or pleated furnace filters. Neither are acceptable in Area J. 

Members will be billed for repairs or replacement of an A/C or fur-

nace if it is found that the repairs/replacement are a result of a 

clogged or pleated filter. 
 

If maintenance has to replace a clogged or pleated furnace filter, 

there will be a $25.00 charge to the member. This will be stated once 

again on the notice that goes out to all members. Remember, furnace 

filters are available at the office for only $1.00. 

Furnace Filters       Bathroom Window Curtains    

 

Daylight Savings Time ends on Sunday, November 6th. 

Remember to turn your clocks back one hour.  

The new 2011 H&G Manual states: 

 

“Maintenance will change members smoke detector batteries 2x per year. We will also change the battery for the carbon monoxide 

detector 1x per year. Members will receive notification of when we will be out to change the batteries.” 

 

The goal is to coordinate this new policy with Daylight Savings Time changes. The smoke detector batteries will be changed every 

spring and fall. The carbon monoxide detector batteries will be changed every fall along with the smoke detector batteries. 

 

If either detector is found faulty, it will be replaced that day with a new one. All carbon monoxide detectors will be changed and 

upgraded to new digital ones over next 2 years. 

 

Notices will go out informing members when we will be in your court. Because this is a very time consuming job, we will not be 

able to make appointments. 

Water Main Flushing                                 

Unidirectional flushing of Area J’s water mains was completed this October by Village contractor, M.E. Simpson.  
 

Your water may be discolored due to the flushing of the water mains. To clear, turn on the cold water at your laundry 

tub and let it run for 5-10 minutes.  
 

Unidirectional flushing is expected to remove ninety percent of the sediment. During this time your hot water heater 

may have had sediment drawn into it. 
 

Our maintenance men will begin the process of emptying your hot water heaters of any sediment that may have been 

deposited there. A notice will be sent out to members. 

All members must put a waterproof curtain 

over their bathroom windows to keep wa-

ter off the window cranks. Rust is begin-

ning to form on the cranks and metal 

around the windows. This damage can be-

come very costly to the cooperative and its 

members. The bathroom window and sill 

should also be dried after showering to 

prevent mold, mildew and rusting. 
 

These curtains may be purchased at 

Menards, Home Depot, Wal-Mart, etc. 



Thank you to Elissa Seeman,  Area J Grounds Chairperson, and the  

Area J Grounds Committee for all their hard work on choosing the  

Beautification Awards! 

294 Lakewood Blvd. 

Park Forest, IL 60466 

 

Members are responsible for bagging their 

leaves using approved bags or stickers; or rake 

them onto the parkway 2-3’ from the sidewalk. 

Please do NOT include small branches, twigs or 

any other garden refuse as these items will clog 

the intake hose. 
 

Please do not put leaves in the mall, parkway, or 

parking lot after December 1st. 
 

Inside the courts, leaves may be piled as fol-

lows: 

J-2  By the southeast corner 

J-3 At the north end by sewer drain 

J-4  At the north end 

J-6  At the east end 

J-8  At the north & south ends 

J-17 At the west end 

Phone: 708-481-9280 

Fax: 708-481-9297 

Email: manager@pfcareaj.com 

Website: www.pfcareaj.com 

Leaf Clean-up 

Disconnecting Hoses 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Maintenance will be around this 

fall to disconnect all hoses before 

any heavy freeze, i.e., below 28 

degrees. If hoses are left attached 

over the winter, the faucet will 

freeze and crack which can cause 

basement flooding. 

Garbage/Recycle/Lawn Bags: 
 

 

 

 

 

Garbage Pickup is: 

Tuesday & Friday 

 

Lawn Bag pick up is: 

Tuesday & Friday 

(until November 30th) 
 

Recycle pick up is: 

Thursday 
 

During Holiday weeks, pickups 

will be (1) day behind. 
 

Remember to ONLY put (1) 

bulk item per week at the curb 

the evening before and NO 

sooner! 

Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) 

What is happening to our Ash trees? 
 

Area J is surrounded by many mature trees: Ash, Maple, Oak, Locust, etc. Unfortu-

nately a bug has infected most, if not all of our Green Ash trees in Park Forest and the 

nearby villages. The cost of saving these trees far exceeds their value and most have 

already been infected. Unfortunately, it is too late to save them. 
 

Area J also has a large number of White Ash trees that are also known as “Purple 

Ash” because of their beautiful autumn color. These trees are marked with 3 small 

dots and while still a target for EAB, they are less susceptible. We will begin treating 

these trees with an insecticide with hopes to save them after the bug has moved out of 

the area. 
 

The removal of Ash trees has already started and will continue throughout next year. 

If a tree is marked with anything but 3 small dots it will be removed. We are working 

hard to find replacement trees. 
 

If you would like to buy a tree, please call the office and specify the type of tree and 

where it will be planted. Grounds maintenance will review your request. Certain vari-

eties, e.g. Ash, Willow, Hawthorne, etc. are unacceptable. Trees encouraged are: 

Oak, Hackberry, Maple, Cypress, Catalpa, and many more. 

Gutter cleaning 

Chris with Gutter’s 

Cleaned Cheap will be 

around this fall to clean 

all the gutters after the 

leaves have fallen. 

Feeding Animals 

 

Please do not feed the 

animals! Raccoons, 

skunks, etc. are prime 

rabies carriers. 

 


